Autoradiographic and ultrastructural studies on the human fibro-atheromatous plaque.
Foam cells, either myogenic or macrophagic, are commonly detected in experimental and human fibro-atheromatous plaques. Their role in human atherosclerosis is not yet understood. This paper reports on a preliminary autoradiographic study combined with ultrastructural observations in the human fibro-atheromatous plaque. Most of the autoradiographic silver grains appeared on foam cells and monocyte-like cells, thus suggesting a local proliferation of these cells.